
BCDS meeting July 27, 2020 - Minutes 
 
Skype link: https://join.skype.com/RMFH8khGWp4q 
 
Attending: Dan Laitsch, Tara Lynch, Leanne Fulton, Wes McIntosh, Brendan Stookey, Craig 
Sheather, Chad Smoliak, Denise Spence, John Gould-Thorpe 
Regrets: Carrie Neal 
Start Time: 6:30 pm   
 
Minutes from previous meeting are approved – Dan/Tara 
 
President’s report: 

- Craig has taken part in more conversations with viaSport re Return to Play. The 
BCDS is part of a small group of sports to be recommended to the Province for 
return to competition once the PHO approves.  

- Visit from viaSport staff at JB Cup event on the weekend, safety and respect for 
guidelines was noted.  

- Development of strategy for managing demand at BC events from out of Province 
players once competition is allowed again is a foreseeable challenge. 

- Craig becoming less hopeful we’ll see a return to competitive play this summer; it 
may happen in September. 

- There may be an opportunity to start competing in regional series – eg Islands, 
Interior and LM - players will need to stay within those bubbles and be club 
members to participate – no travel. 

- Current BCDS leadership team has one more meeting before the AGM; succession 
planning to be added to agenda for next meeting. 

- We have a good start to the long-term player development package – this is part of 
PSO status requirements. 

- PSO status is also well underway and Craig anticipates making an announcement 
about it at AGM. 

- Dan thanks Craig for his work with viaSport, the development of PSO status and 
Return to Competition planning. 

- PDGA Regional Coordinator election upcoming; Craig encourages PDGA members to 
vote – Dan Laitsch is on the slate. 

 
Past President’s report: 
Dan: elections upcoming, we’re preparing for the AGM and he’s working on getting an 
effective board together for 2020-21. Of note, Craig has served as President now for a 
number of terms, and will be focusing on developing disc golf on the international stage so 
will be stepping away from the BCDS. 
 
AGM will be virtual this year. Date TBD, 2 weeks’ notice needed. Est. Sept-Oct dates. – to be 
agenda item for next meeting, along with board elections. 
 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://join.skype.com/RMFH8khGWp4q&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2Vw4A94FQ6aRTsikCE6cpM


Dan asks for feedback on coaching programme – asks other board members to weigh in. 
(Presented in June meeting – see addendum to the minutes). 
 
Treasurer’s report/insurance update: 
Brendan: $1100 – PayPal acct, $7000 - bank. No/little change in account balances, although 
an invoice for new insurance policy coming soon. A cost increase for insurance is expected 
due to increase in membership numbers. 
 
Without events, we’ll run out of cash quickly – likely before December. This is why it’s 
important to keep working on PSO status – it will allow us to access emergency funding and 
keep the BCDS going.  
 
BC Events:  
John Gould-Thorpe is waiting optimistically for loosening of restrictions by PHO re BC 
Open. Deadline to make decision is Aug 1 / 1st week of Aug. John is understandably hesitant 
to spend players’ money on players’ packs without the confirmation competitive sport is 
officially allowed again. We’ll know for sure Aug 7.  
 
Community safety is paramount, and the PHO is very conservative. John will be able to 
refund all money paid except PayPal fees if event needs to be cancelled. There are still 270 
people wanting to play minus the American entries who won’t be able to cross the border; 
there’s a lot of demand. 
 
If the BC Open doesn’t go forward there’s a hope we can run a group of smaller events as 
alternative. 
 
Dan: could we do course-based events with ‘Hank Stropky’ player ratings? 
Tara will come up with a couple of ideas for regional events for next meeting. 
 
Discuss building regional series through fall/winter with no travel or registration outside 
our Provincial Health Authorities. 
 
Leanne and Craig to discuss how to run PDGA-sanctioned event with proper documentation 
required for approval. Will PDGA give tiered sanctioning the ok? 
 
Membership: 
No/little change. There’s been engagement with a group of Maple Ridge disc sports 
enthusiasts, which could be a large number of people.  
 
Website/social media/communications: 
After Aug long weekend we’ll have more information. The province has made no 
announcements. 
 
Message to share with membership: “We’re working with gvt, we’re working with viaSport, 
we’re struggling as a province with reopening although we’re hopeful things will change.” 
 

https://www.bcdiscsports.com/uploads/1/0/1/9/101991386/09-june29-20-bcds-minutes.pdf


Other business: 
Tara has received an allegation from a member re sexist/discriminatory behaviour at an 
event.  
 
The BCDS has a firm policy of zero-tolerance for harassment of any kind. 
 
Discussion of how best to address the allegation lodged with Tara, and the development of 
a strategy to educate the membership about the BCDS’ harassment policy (found on BCDS 
website under About Us > Constitution and Bylaws). There’s an allocation of funds in the 
BCDS budget for training in this area. 
 
Dan – the BCDS has not only a punitive responsibility, but it should play an educational and 
restorative role. Discussion of the establishment of a committee to resolve the allegation 
and to seek a fair resolution for all parties. 
 
Action item – committee to be formed to investigate, Tara to take lead. The committee will 
prioritize addressing the allegations and work on finding a strategy to resolve in the weeks to 
come.  
 
Committee goals: 

- Create a strategy for education about the BCDS’ zero-tolerance for harassment.  
- Set forth a vision for the BCDS and all who participate with an agenda of respect of 

diversity. 
- Investigate the incident and hopefully bring closure – what would be a good 

conclusion for the complainant? What is the best step forward? Intervention in 
thoughtful way for all parties. 

- Allow the accused the opportunity to choose to participate. 
 

Next meeting: Aug 31, 2020, 6:30 pm 
 
 

https://www.bcdiscsports.com/uploads/1/0/1/9/101991386/bcdss_harassment_policy_1.pdf
https://www.bcdiscsports.com/uploads/1/0/1/9/101991386/bcdss_harassment_policy_1.pdf

